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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. TERESA
‘TERRY’ RYNARD ON HER RE-
TIREMENT AS KANSAS CITY’S
PARKS AND RECREATION DE-
PARTMENT DIRECTOR

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the achievements of
Teresa ‘Terry’ Rynard, the Director of Kansas
City’s Parks and Recreation Department, a
woman who has dedicated her life to decades
of service to the parks and people in Kansas
City. Mrs. Rynard is retiring after accom-
plishing a milestone achievement in becoming
the first woman to serve as Kansas City’s
Parks and Recreation Director in the depart-
ment’'s 129- year history. Her legacy of deter-
mination and selfless leadership will continue
to inspire the lives of many beyond her term.

Since the start of her career at the Parks
and Recreation Department, Mrs. Rynard
began paving the way for women to work in
the field when at the young age of 16, she
trimmed weeds and mowed fields of Kansas
City’s parks despite protests from her male co-
workers. With perseverance, she climbed the
ranks of the Department while she furthered
her educational journey, earning a Bachelor of
Arts and Education in 1986. In her 33 years
with the Kansas City’s Parks and Recreation
Department, Mrs. Rynard has served as
equipment operator, area superintendent, as-
sistant park superintendent, deputy director,
and finally Director of Parks and Recreation.
Mrs. Rynard’s career stands as a shining ex-
ample of grit and being an outstanding com-
munity leader.

Her contributions to the city can be seen ev-
eryday as one walks through its streets and
parks. Not only did she succeed in efforts to
make Kansas City safer, cleaner, and beau-
tiful, but she helped cultivate an equitable en-
vironment for all to enjoy. Mrs. Rynard fo-
cused on areas that had been neglected for
years and created the Quality of Life Invest-
ment District, overseeing numerous park
projects across the underserved parts of the
city. She also oversaw the installation of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard signs after years
of debate, and the transition of Kansas City
Museum management to the Kansas City Mu-
seum Foundation. In addition, Mrs. Rynard
was elected to the American Academy for
Park and Recreation Administration, an im-
mensely prestigious honor earned through her
selflessness and leadership. These and count-
less other successes testify of what an invalu-
able member of our community she has been.

Mrs. Rynard’s work for our city extends be-
yond the workplace and into her family. Her
children have recounted times where, as a
family, they would help their mother by picking
up trash to clean shelters at parks when the
Department was shorthanded. This proves her
devotion to better the community and serve
those around her, promising continued con-
tributions for our city even after her retirement.

Terry will leave a legacy of kindness and
diligence that will continue to live on in Kansas
City and its Parks and Recreation Department
forever. Her service has touched the lives of
all who live in Kansas City and benefit from
her works daily. The leadership she’s provided
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the Department has created a foundation to
which to build upon as we continue our efforts
in promoting equity, inclusion while developing
our community. Terry’s deep care and love for
our City will continue to be felt in every park,
avenue, and public space in Kansas City.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
JOSEPH SIVEWRIGHT

HON. ANN WAGNER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the incredible
work and service of Joseph Sivewright. At the
end of 2021, he will officially retire as the
Chairman of Nestlé Purina PetCare after over
30 years of outstanding leadership.

Since joining Nestlé Purina in 1985, Mr.
Sivewright has held various positions through-
out the company as he proved himself to be
a treasured employee. Prior to his role as
Chairman, he was appointed as the com-
pany’s President & Chief Operating Officer
and was then named President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer.

Under Mr. Sivewright's leadership, Nestlé
Purina has grown through numerous product
innovations and the company has been recog-
nized as one of the “best places to work” by
several St. Louis and national organizations.

| want to personally thank Joe for his many
years of friendship, as well as his desire to en-
sure Nestlé Purina is a strong community part-
ner. His distinguished career and tremendous
leadership are celebrated by our St. Louis
community. | personally appreciate the impact
his work ethic and constant drive to improve
the lives of those around had on his employ-
ees. As a former Purina employee myself
when | was just out of college, | know how im-
portant it is to have a smart and driven leader
at the helm to set the tone for the rest of us
and help us achieve even greater heights.

Joe had a tremendous impact not only on
all of those with whom he worked throughout
his many years at Purina, but also on those
he worked with outside of work as a dedicated
member of our St. Louis community. We all
appreciate everything he has done so far, and
look forward to seeing what else he will ac-
complish in the coming years.

SENATOR CARL M. LEVIN

HON. ANDY LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
throughout my adult life, wherever | went in
Michigan, from Copper Harbor to Monroe, |
would run into people who would say. ‘I don’t
always agree with Senator Levin, but | support
him anyway because he is so genuine. he
tells it straight and he follows through.’

Carl Levin personified integrity and the no-
tion of putting the public good above self-inter-
est. As he walked about the Capitol in a rum-
pled suit, almost always with a plain white
shirt and pedestrian tie, carrying bulging files
with the occasional paper flying away, Carl
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was the very picture of sober purpose and
rectitude. In truth, he wasn’'t unfun. In fact, he
often pierced tense situations with self-depre-
cating humor, and he privately shared incisive
observations about others with staff and col-
leagues.

But Carl was all about the work, and the
great honor the people of Michigan had be-
stowed upon him with their votes and their
trust. He did not seek to divine their views to
be popular, but rather to study the issues and
advance the people’s interest to the best of
his ability. Uncle Carl met with more presi-
dents, kings, queens and other important peo-
ple than all but a few of us ever will. But he
treated them all the same as he did a Detroit
autoworker or a beet farmer in Michigan’s
Thumb—with a full measure of dignity but no
airs, ever ready to puncture self-importance,
posturing, mendacity and avarice.

He was so well-prepared for every meeting,
hearing, and conference that he challenged
conventional boundaries between Senator and
staff. He was one of the most challenging
Senators to work for and one of the most re-
warding. Challenging, because you had better
know your business in detail, since he surely
did. Rewarding, because he had authentic re-
lationships with staff, treated them with deep
respect, and was loyal to them.

Uncle Carl was above all a family man. No
matter the pressing business he faced as a
Senator, he always centered Aunt Barbara,
my cousins Kate, Laura and Erica and their
families, devoted time to them and so obvi-
ously cherished them. And the way he loved
and treated his family radiated out and served
as a model for how he treated colleagues,
staff, constituents, soldiers and the world.

From my earliest memory to this moment,
perhaps above all, he has defined with my
dad how close two brothers, two siblings, two
people can be. In the end, these two Jewish
boys from Detroit, these grandsons of immi-
grants each served 36 years in Congress, 32
of them together, becoming by far the longest
co-serving siblings in the 232-year history of
this place. As heartbroken as we are in this
moment, | feel so grateful to have experienced
this love and legacy.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OFFICE OF NAVAL
RESEARCH

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, today it is
an honor for me to pay tribute to the Office of
Naval Research and its contributions to our
Sea Services, the Nation, and the pursuit of
scientific and technological discovery on the
occasion of its seventy-fifth anniversary.

The Office of Naval Research was estab-
lished by act of Congress on August 1, 1946,
in the aftermath of World War Il to “plan, fos-
ter, and encourage scientific research in rec-
ognition of its paramount importance as re-
lated to the maintenance of future naval
power, and the preservation of national secu-
rity.” A product of wartime necessities that
brought together government and military
planners, academia, and industry to help
make science and technology an essential tool



July 30, 2021

for victory, the Office of Naval Research grew
into a vital organization dedicated to the en-
during warfighting requirements of the Navy
and Marine Corps and the peacetime needs of
the nation. The Office of Naval Research
prioritizes building a close and essential rela-
tionship between the public good and the
progress of science and technology. For sev-
enty-five years this agency has maintained
that relationship through war and peace. Much
of our infrastructure for the public support of
science and technology. from the National
Science Foundation to DARPA to the Air
Force Office of Scientific Research and Army
Research Office, was built in the years after
the war using the model pioneered by the Of-
fice of Naval Research.

In its early decades, the Office of Naval Re-
search supported research in the burgeoning
fields of computing and directed energy, lead-
ing to the development of one of the first dig-
ital computers, Project Whirlwind, as well as
the creation of the maser and laser. lts
projects took scientists to the upper atmos-
phere in some of the highest recorded balloon
ascents and brought human beings to the very
bottom or the ocean in the Challenger Deep.
Office of Naval Research-supported engineers
and scientists created the first autonomous
robot, as well as the first autonomous under-
sea vehicle. The Office of Naval Research,
Arctic Research Laboratory helped several
generations of scientists understand polar en-
vironments better. Its support led to the devel-
opment of atomic clocks; the key invention
that made precision satellite navigation pos-
sible. Finally, and perhaps most of all, long-
term support from the Office of Naval Re-
search led to the postwar blossoming of the
ocean sciences, leading to countless discov-
eries in acoustics, wave prediction, meteor-
ology, marine mammal research, and climate
studies. The invention of virtually every impor-
tant sensor and undersea vehicle that made
these discoveries possible owes a debt to the
stewardship of the Office of Naval Research.

From aircraft to ships to weapons systems,
nearly every platform in use by the Navy and
Marine Corps today relies in some way on
technology originally developed or enhanced
by the Office of Naval Research’s sponsor-
ship. Medical advances such as QuikClot save
the lives of Marines and Sailors. Portable en-
ergy technologies provide power to forces, ve-
hicles, and sensors. Laser weapon systems
defend ships at sea. Materials developed
through Office of Naval Research efforts pro-
tect the hulls of ships from marine organisms
as well as the blast effects of weapons, and
allow jet engines to work hotter, longer, and
more efficiently than ever before. Today, Of-
fice of Naval Research programs are advanc-
ing the fields of artificial intelligence, auton-
omy, networking, directed energy, warfighter
performance, maritime awareness, and next-
generation power for the Navy and Marine
Corps of the future.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
achievements of the Office of Naval Research,
and | am certain the Members of the House
will join me in recognizing the seventy-five
years of scientific excellence this distinguished
organization has provided—and seventy-five
more that it will provide—to our Sailors and
Marines and to the American people.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF DEVOYD
JENNINGS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the life of Mr. Devoyd
“Dee” Jennings, the longtime President and
CEO of the Fort Worth Metropolitan Black
Chamber of Commerce. After a distinguished
41-year long career within the organization,
Mr. Jennings passed away on July 24, 2021 at
the age of 73.

After graduating from Texas Wesleyan Uni-
versity in 1971 with a degree in marketing, Mr.
Jennings had a 27-year career at TXU as a
Community Affairs Specialist and was the first
African-American lobbyist employed by Texas
Electric. Since its establishment, he worked for
over four decades in various positions within
the Fort Worth Metropolitan Black Chamber of
Commerce. His commitment to ensure the or-
ganization’s mission “to make Fort Worth a
better place to work and raise a family” truly
serves as a model of civic leadership.

Mr. Jennings’ professional and philanthropic
efforts merited numerous awards from the Fort
Worth community, including two commemora-
tive City of Fort Worth “Devoyd Jennings”
days in 1992 and 2005. The Fort Worth Busi-
ness Press awarded him the Deal Maker
award in 1998, recognized his contributions as
a “Who’s Who in Economic Development” in
1999, and, most recently, honored him with its
“Minority Leaders in Business Award” in 2017.

Mr. Jennings worked tirelessly to provide
new educational and economic opportunities
for the citizens of Fort Worth. Amongst his en-
deavors, he helped established two stand-
alone organizations, the Wiliam Mann Com-
munity Development Corporation and South-
east Fort Worth Inc., which continue to en-
courage growth and development in minority
neighborhoods in Fort Worth. In addition, he
was instrumental in the reconstruction and re-
opening of his beloved high school alma
mater, [.LM. Terrell, as a STEM & Performing
Arts Center.

| join the community of Fort Worth in hon-
oring Mr. Jennings’ life and legacy and extend
my sincere condolences to his friends and
family. Devoyd “Dee” Jennings led a life of
outstanding civic virtue and service and his
dedicated efforts to improve Fort Worth as a
place to live and work will continue to posi-
tively benefit his hometown for years to come.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, unfor-
tunately, on July 29, 2021, | was unable to
vote on H.R. 4300, the Alexander Lofgren Vet-
erans in Parks (VIP) Act. | would have voted
in favor of H.R. 4300.

E857

IN REMEMBRANCE OF FALLEN
RED LAKE NATION POLICE OFFI-
CER RYAN ANDREW BIALKE

HON. MICHELLE FISCHBACH

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to remember Red Lake Nation Police
Officer Ryan Andrew Bialke, who was killed in
the line of duty on Tuesday, July 27. His death
is an unbelievable tragedy—one that is felt by
the community, state, and region.

Officer Bialke always wanted to help others.
After graduating from Rasmussen College, he
moved to Bemidji and joined the Red Lake
Nation Police Department, where he served
the community for the past six years. He was
an SOR officer, a breacher for the Emergency
Response Team, and in charge of the Search
and Rescue Dive Team. He was dedicated to
the community in which he worked, often
spending time with Red Lake’s children and
families—always willing to go the extra mile.

He is survived by his wife, Hester, his chil-
dren, his mother and brothers, and many other
family members and friends. He is lovingly re-
membered as a kind, outgoing person who
loved hockey, fishing, hunting, road trips,
country music, and spending time with his
family, friends, and other loved ones. He will
be sorely missed.

| am eternally grateful for Officer Bialke’s
sacrifice, and the sacrifices the men and
women of law enforcement make every day as
they put their lives on the line to keep us safe.

————

HONORING DUSTY HILL AND ZZ
TOP

HON. TROY E. NEHLS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of rock and roll hall of famer and
ZZ Top member Dusty Hill. Dusty was born
and raised in Dallas, Texas and began playing
bass at the age of 13. He didn’t take the con-
ventional route of bass players who usually
start as guitarists and transition, instead he
was a vocalist and picked up a bass one day
and started playing.

Embarrassment on stage was a ‘“great
motivator” for Dusty and he soon mastered
the bass. From 1966 to 1968, Dusty played
with fellow future ZZ Top bandmate Frank
Beard in the Dallas based band American
Blues.

In 1970, wanting to focus more on rock and
roll and less on blues, Dusty moved to Hous-
ton and joined ZZ Top with Frank Beard and
Billy Gibbons. The trio performed their first
concert together just outside of my district at
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Beaumont,
Texas on February 10, 1970.

The trio of Frank Beard, Billy Gibbons, and
Dusty Hill would stay together for the next 50
years. The group produced their first charting
single Francine in 1972 and again found suc-
cess in 1973 with the release of a top 10 Bill-
board 200 album Tres Hombres. In 1975,
Dusty sang lead on one of the band’s most
popular hits “Tush”, before releasing their next
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